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Austln Wbmen?s Laberat1on Conferenee

-"One Step Forward, Two Steps Back"
(part 2 of a series.on the women's l iberation movement)

'A mistaken notion prevalent in
the woments liberation movement is
that politics, especially radical
politics, is "male." Just as the
economy is not male, so is politics
pot male.
pervaded - the women’s liberation
conference held ipn Austin this

fall, being especially noticeable

at the workshop on the WL movement
and the Left, Apparently agreeing
with the idea that logic and rat-
ionality are male, an idea expres-

sed 1in an earlier speech by Austin .
WE%er ;- Barbara Wuensch, some womem .-.
at the workshop said that all poli-.
tical groups. are male dominated,.

that leadership, was a male idea,
that the forms of organization used
by political groups were male forms
and some women at the confererce
even objected to voting on motions
because this would bring about dis-
cussion of issues at the conference

and political dlscuss1on 1s, of :

course, divisive?
However, ' :
®Just as we can't write of f
the lessons. and . knowledge of the
past, neither can we write off

ideas, because they were formulated -

by men, Charles Darwin was probab-
ly a male chauvinist, but we:donf't
conclude that the“theory of evolu-

tion is therefore wrong. Maybe.

Marx was a chauvinist, too. DBut
his analysis of the nature of capi-
talism, his

in the building of a socialist soc~

iety, directly bear upon and are:

invaluable to us in our struggle
for liberation. y

™ nThe point is that we must
judge all ideas on the basis of
their content, not on .the sex of
the thinker! If a theory is wrong,
inadequate, or irrelevant, it is
because of its content, not because
it is a Ymale? creation.,”

(Womenf®s  Liberation, Revclution,
The Class Struggle, published by
the Socialist Workshop).

Blanket statements about male
dominated politics and organiza-
tions are not valid, because they
criticize, not the content of the
ideas or the usefulness of the
forms, but
their originators. This Is simple

Towever, this wrong idea

Q_Laura Maggi,
revolutionary theory- -
and his concept of what is involved. .

-(supposed) sex of -

name calllng. Furthermore; such
statements are themselves male
chauvinist in chavacter, since they
do not credit the wouwen involved in

- political organizations with any

real contributions to the politics
of their organization, The Left,
for example, has a strong trad:tlon
of women lcaders.

The divisions which occur in’

the course of political struggle
are healthy; they are the result of
political - clarification. £plits

are sometimes necessary to free ~°

people with differing fundamental
views to work in the way they think
is correct. Divisions along lines
of political principles are not da-

maging to the movement as a whole

unless sectarians .refuse to work
with -different groups for specific
common. goals. Fplits-- whether
they are organization splits or
simple split votes over a motion--

.are necessary so -that political
‘progress can be made, so that peo-

ple can see different approaches in
action, and welgh their effective-
ness, . :

For members of osfencibly dem-
ocratic-centralist Marxist groups
to say . that democratic voting is

. divisive, therefore wrong, is hypo-

critical - to the point of red-bait-
ing, When the conference chairman,
a iShter, tried to o-

ppose voting on those grords,

she was either committing herself

to fighting against democracy with-
in the IS4, or she was just trying
to avoid dealing with the political.
differences between the YSA and o-
ther groups by de-politicizing the
conference,

Hothing is more damaging to
the VWL movement than pretending
differences do not exist when they
actually do, than pretending that
women can never disagree with each
other politically, than pretending
that even though sone women belong
to the YSA, some to the Spartacist
League, some to the Denocratic
Party, some disdaining all "these _
groups, yet somehow, in spite of
this, "sisterhood' will  transcend
allf '

Women. must develcp a theory
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and strategy for actlon. They can-
not be satisfied with a defensive
movement, but must forge a program
of demandﬁ around which to struggle
and organize, If-this is not done
carefully and consciously, then it
will be done carelessly and uncon-
sciously, and the resultant program
will not be complete or effective.
If fear of factionalism prevents us
reaching decisions democratically,
then. the decisions will be reached
undemocratically-- that is, they
will be made by those who have the
most inflvence and power in the or-
ganization. The very women who are
afraid now to elect leaders will
find themselves following unelected
leaders; they will find themselves
with little power to change the
situation, and no means of expres-
sing criticism,

Ixclusion of Men

" If ments ideas can be judged
by their content, thers is no reas-
on. to exclude men from participat-
ion in the WL movement. Further-
more, if it is a shameful waste of

resources for society.to disregard
womenfs ideas, to not make use of -
womenf?s contributions to society,

then it is equally shameful for the
WL movement +to disregard.the con-
tributions of men to its struggle.
This was

special, women-supervised men's
workshop. Placing men in a subser-
vient position may serve as a form
of revenge for embittered women,

but it should not be the aim of the .

WL movement,

Members. of the . Sparta01st'
League proposed early in the con-
ference that men should be admitted
freely’ to all its  functions.

done at the conference by
excluding nen from everything but a

Though the chairman tried to avoid

voting on ths motion, thne vote was
held after hurried discussion, and-
the motion
motion to admit
number of the pienary speeches.
These motions; hcwever, received a
significant minority of vctes from
the nposedly al--

was

women who were Su

ready "united" on the sxolusichn of

men and -in no peed of discussion,
The ‘arguments: agaiunst tae
included everything from the pseudo.
psychologlqm of Why are you so deps.
endent on men for your seif-image?’

defeated, as was a’
men to-a limited.

“rotion .

to Men will disrupt the meeting
with < their stupid questions and -
male chauvinist actions and state-

ments, It was said that women

would only pay attention to the men -

if they were admitted; and :that

some women -would not say anything .

in front of men,

The psychologism can be ans-

- ves,

wered with its coboverse, Why ap
you so dependent on excluding
to boost your own self-image? As
to the ‘other reasons, while men may
indeed ask some stupid questions

(thev might also ask "some smart-
onesy though -no one mentioned that

possibility), so might women, espe-

cially women new to the novement,

and no one would think of excluding

them., If questions are regarded as

necessary to educating people, and

education on womep's oppression is

regarded as necessary, surely men's

questions, even stupid ones, need

to be answered,

If men or women disrupt meet-
ings with their actions, or if
their statements betray fundamental
disagreement or hostility with the
goals of the movement, then they
should be excluded from meetirgs.
‘Woments -Liberation has every right
to close its meetings to pecple who
are in political disagreement; but
agreement or disagreement cannot be
determined in advance by sex,

Women who will pot talk in
front of men must be encouraged to
do. so. But simply rewoving men
from the immediate environment does
not ‘strike to the root  of this
problem,. Many of these women feel
that’ they have nothing to say, or
arc 'too shy to express their ideas.
Often. this self-judgement is too
critical-- they do have something
to say, and other people who know
they do, men included, can help
them to gain self-confidence by en-
couraging them to express themsel-
We all need to learn to think
on our-feet, and to gain experieuce
in speaklng, .and in leading a move-
ment,. ‘Many wouen will find they
can ‘ make more progress in a mixed
group, ‘as they learn that they are
not ‘inferior to the other men and
women: in the group. :

‘Toward Working Women

The ovefall

] make-up of the
conference was indicative of ano-
ther . problem: almost -everyhody

theré was from a middle-class back- .
ground, This is both the cause and
the result of the present WL orien~ .
tation' toward psychological .oppres=
sion and the problems of "profess= .
‘ional¥ and student womeb, Working
women - suffer psychological oppres-
siom- of course, but this is over-

shadowed . in severity by oppression. . .
-much -

suffered ;in- the factories;.
lower wages, -boring and tedious job
categories;:: etc, -Recent proof that
the. “WL. movement tends.:to, forget
working women in its concern over
psychological - 'and professional
problems was the campaign for the
Lqual Rights Amendment, Most WL
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groups supported this amendment for
the rale of benefitting profession-
al vor.en, even though it could, and
has, stripped assembly-line women
of their protective legislation
(seating, restrooms, breaks, limits

on long ho=rs, etc,), The WL move- .

ment is permeated with pon-action

therapy "rap" groups, useful maybe -
to some women, but not at all rela- '

ting to concrete job oppression,

.and offering no solutions other:
than perconal ones. Working women

will not join a movement with this
orientation, And withont  them,

without their ability to strike and’

disrupt the economy, the WL move-
ment is helpless. -

National Organization

The missing element. in the WL
movement s unity. on the national

level, based on a radical program. -

fo far, UL has been fragmented into
local groups and there has been no
national organization that could
include all womes in nrmeaningful
strrggle. In fact, the only natio-
nal group is 11,0.W,, which has a

liberal, work-within-the-system ap--

proach unacceptable to the majority
of worien in the movement. A patio-
nal, democratic, non-eXclusionary

-women.'s organization based on a ra-

dical program is necessary for the
successful unified struggle of wom-
en for their own libepration,

Need for Sfocialism

Lastly, and wmost importantly,

‘women need to recognize that the

oppre~siun of wenen is doeply root-
ed in the day-to-day functioning of
capitalist society, and camnot be
purged without destiroring the sys-
tem itself, Under socialism, the
ideology and ‘economic system of the
working class, the flowering of wo-

men's rights and equaliti—~ indeed,

of all hunan equality---wonld at

. last be possible, A society found-

ed in inequality holds ot po hope

for any oppresscd group; but in a

socialist society based on equality

" there is room for the free develop-

ment of all. XKpowing this, a uni-
fied and militant wouen's movement

can contribute lcaviiy to a suc-

cessful socialist revolution and,

after victory, demand and secure.

equality for all women, Women. will

play a major role in the leadership

of the revolutionary struggle, if
they unite now to form a nilitant
and socialist-oriented national or-

(Trads ‘nions and Socialism,

The demand for a sliding scale

of wages and hours corresponds to
the conditions of unemployment and
war inflation which haunt the work-

ing class today. But the’ teamster,:

G.0. and auto strikes demonstrated
that n¢ demand which is costly to
"the capitalist class can be won
without long, militant battles, To
such demands, employers first com-
plain: "Je can't afford it.®™ To
which labor mwst respond with ano-
ther transitional demand: 'Prove
it, Open the books," The right of
workers to have complete access to
businers accounts and “secrets® is
the beginning of real workers? con-
trol, Ii railroad magnates say to
workers? demands: "Giving in to
these demands would make it impos-
sible for us to go ob running the
railroads,™ then workers must res-
pond: "Then we rwst pationalize
the railroads and run then oursel-
ves, DLven  Heany, in the recent
railroad dispute, has called for
nationalization. 3ut he and the
rest ' of the "labor lieutenants of

the capitalist class™ have no in--

tention of mobilizing the rani-and-
file for the enormons social strug-
gles required to force nationaliza-
tion., The rank-and-file must throw

out the lMeany misleaders and elect

their own leadership. For rank-
and-file control of the vnions?

In both the teamster and post-
al wildcats, every member of both
the Denocratic and Republican part-
ies called for breaking the strikes
becauvse in every sharp social stru-

ganization of women®s liberation,
continued from page 4) :

- ggle the Democratic and Republicén’

parties are exposed for what they

“are, capitalist parties, Thus, a

working-class political alternat-
ive to the two capitalist parties
must be created, This alternative

~can only comée from the rani-and-
file labor movement in the form of
labor candidates-and a labor marty.
“Whether such a party represents a

qualitative step ' forward ~for the

movement or merely another diver-
sion along the path of reforuism, -

depends on the political program

~ the labor party is willipg to fight

for. The American Left will have
an.  upprecedented oDportunity to
break out of its isolation by pro-
viding leadership in the foruation
of the labor party and its program,

The actual implementation of a
militant trade union Drogram re-
quires the greatest care as to ti-
ming and tactics, It requires the
sharing of experiences between mil-
itant workers and revolutionaries,
that crosses occupational, local
and national boundaries and that
reaches into the past for the im-
portant lessons of labor history.
It requires the closest coordinat-
ion of the interventicn into the
daily class struggle. The revolu-
tionary party is the organization
through which experience is shared,
the historical lessons are embodied
and action is guided and coordina-
ted. The Spartacist ZLeague is ded-
icated  to Dbuilding such a party

both within the U.f, and internat-

ionally.

st



-

page 4

Trade Unions and focialism
Part III: The Spartacist League's Program for Trade Unions

The task of revolutionaries-is
"to put hefors the labor movement
its final uo,p,,*re~ the socialist
revolution.,” In no other country
is this task more important and at
the same time move difficult than
in the U,8., the bastion of world
imperialism, Whether the exormous
productivity and technology cf this.
country = are used in thne service of
building a better world ‘or whether
they are unsed to crush ‘the social
aspirations of ‘the -oppressed by
continuous global conflict, depends
on whethe the American working
class is won to socialism, -

How can' this be donme in a
country where the working class ex-
hibits indifference or hostility to
socialism? We must see beyond the
political backwardness of the Amer-
ican worker. We must begin with
his daily struggle for survival a-
gainst a fundamentally hostile soc-
ial system. This struggle . frequ-

ntly breaks out into strikes,
w1ldca.‘, and class vioience. When
it comes to -raw labor militancy,
the 4wmerican worker has a record
which i3 =2c¢ond to none, as the re-
cent posta’, teameter,and railroad
strikes demcunsirated. ;

Teamsters ‘in Ohio, for example
were willing to battle not only
their employers, but politicians of
every stripe, from "law-and-order™
friend of the Mafia, Gov. Rhodes,
to “frierds of laborY Iiberal-doves
like Mayor Stokes and fen. Faxby.
They defied their own union mislea-
ders. When the president of Ohio

teamsters uwnion called the wildcat -

"commuiiri-led", ‘a  rank-and-file
leader izzponded by addressing his
local at a meeting as 'my fellow
commanists.” The strikers engaged

scabs and cops in hand-to-hand com- °

bat. VWhen  scabs and cops couldntt
break the strike and Gov. Rhodes
called in the national guard, the
teamsters fought off the guard,
They held their ground and won the
strike, ‘But in doing so they had
to face down the whole spectrum of
capitallst'lnet;tutlons, political,
legal, economic and mllltarf. The
teamsters did their job and did it
well., VWhether the teansters draw
the pgl}f;:w; “ersong  from their

strike anl’ are won ‘to socialism,
depends on how well the 3001allst
movement doeq 1ts job.

~ To break the contradiction be-
tween labor's militancy and polltl—
cal backwardness:

Mit' is pecessary to‘help the
masses in. the process 'of daily
struggle to find- the bridge between
present demands and the socialist

program of the revolution. ..This

bridge should include a system of ,,f
transitional demands, stemming from-

todav?s conditions and today's con-

. sciousness of wide layers of the. ..
working class and unalterably lead- .

ing to one final conclusion: the
conquast of power by the proletar-
iat." (Trotsky, Transitional Prog-
ram). ’

One transitional  demand that
stems from "today's conditions and.
‘tdday?s consciousness of wide lay-
ers of the working class®-jis the
-demand for a sliding scale of wages
and hours. The sliding scale of
wages 1s 'more popularly known as

- the "cost-of-living (c.0.l.) escal-

ator." This means that when the
cost of living goes up, wages auto-

matically go wup, It. is the only - >
- way to protect wages from inflation

and insure that wage gains are real

gains. In the late fifties, 4 mil-

lion workers had c,0.1. evcalators

in their contract.. By 1970 only 22 -
million workers were covered, Fur- - ..

ther, the figure for the fifties
represents "full" escalators while

the 1970 figure includes 2 million

workers who had "capped" escalators
which means they received only .a
specific wage’ increase no matter

“how nmuch or how fast the «cost of
living went up. A capped:escalator.

stole $1000 from every auteo .worker
over the course of their last three
year contract. Considering that
there are
the U.E., you can see why the stru-
gele for a full c.o.l, escalator
was such a bitter fight, :

The sliding scale of : hours
means that as unemployment increas-
es, the work week is shortened,
Take an industry with a high rate

of unemployment, like construction,-

Instead of calling for MNixon to
take jobs away from white construc-
tion workers and give them to unem-
ployed blacks (the Philadelphia
"Plan), the Left should raise the

- demand for "30 for 40'; a 30-hour
wori-week for a full 40-hour pay -
check, This opens up 25% more jobs = -

- in  the construction trades for
blacks -and it gives all workers25% .

more time off with no loss in pay.
This is a demand which cuts:-through
the racial tension caused by unem
ployment :and exacerbated-by making

white workers -pay -for black unem- -

ployment - by giving up their jobs.

It is a. demand ‘that forges the: . -
- class unity of white workers and =
" ‘black unemployed-in“a‘common strug-
gle aroundtheir cemmon: interests.,

-4nd it throws the: burden on: those-
who cause unemployment' the: capit~
alist class, =~ B

(zontinued on pase 3)

0L, 05 antko workers ine




SUBSCIIBE! SUBSCRIBE? SUBSCRIBE! SUBSCRIEE} SUBSCRIBE!

Dear Reader,
Everyone on our mailing list has a free subscription to Campus Sparta-

cist, publiched by the Austin Local of the Ipartacist League. If you want

to continve resceiving Carmus Spartecist, please fill out the following sub-
scription blanlr and mail it tod

2,0, Cox 8les, UT Sta. .

Lustin, Tx 78712
If you do not return the biank, your name will be taken off our mailing

list. Finapcial conipibutions are appreciatedf

N.8 L

T want a free subscription to Compus Spartacist,

Nare

Address

If you: are interested in the revolutionary politics of Campus Sparta-
cist, we urge you to subscribe to Spartacist, national organ of the Central
Committes o2 the Cpartacist League,

I AN
-

Subscribe to Spartacist. (Check one)

10 issues-- $1.00 3 issues-- free

Hame

Address
Mail to: P.C. Box 1377, G.P.O,

New York, 17.Y, 10001

JOLN RMC! JOIN RMC? JOIN RNMC! JOIN RMCS JOIN RMOY

The Revclutionary Marxist Caucus is the left opposziticn ia SDS. Ve
are fightipg to build a militant orgahization of youth wiiich seeks to win
young revolutionary workers and students to a program of socialiszm, If you
want ©c join e 2WC or to receive our Hewsletter, write to:

MG ewsletier, c/o Mark Tishman

Box 454, Cooper fta.

Her Yorle, N.L, 10003
If you live 4in Austin, we urge you to joiu the UT-Austin chapter of RMC
help us build a socialist youth movement,

and
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